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ABSTRACT 
evento-barro: 
'scaping'the wall 
Working in the context of the best-known Puerto Rican informal community, 
La Perla, this thesis explores the possibility of creating informal walls as a strategy 
for simultaneously generating events and defining the spaces that contain them. 
Building from the precedent of the existing 16th century fortification wall, this proj-
ect develops a series of surface and sensorial wall fields based on, among others 
light, sound, and texture. 
The informal community of La Perla is isolated outside the fortification wall 
of the traditionally planned colonial city of Old San Juan. The proposed informal 
walls are aimed at generating the emerging event-spaces demanded by new 
tourist-resident interaction, which paradoxically maintain the spatial, and cultural 
separation La Perla requires. In this case preservation is sought not by isolation 
but by transmutation, by dissolving and eventually scaping the wall into a series of 
temporary boundaries that stretch over and through the barrio of La Perla. 
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Introduction 
This thesis undertakes the preservation of a section of the 1.6th cen-
tury fortified wall of San Juan, Puerto Rico, and the barrio that grew outside its pe-
rimeter. La Perla emerged in the outskirts of the capital city as much marginalized 
by the wall as protected by it. In the last decade, La Perla's residents have sought 
to eradicate the reputation that so often accompanies shanty-towns and informal 
communities by hosting a variety of cultural and athletic events. The increased 
access to this once feared community threatens to develop the neighborhood and 
undermine the wall that encircles it. 
This project proposes the creation of a series of temporary sensorial 
boundaries that generate the spaces of activity and interaction that the barrio now 
seeks, while also preserving its relationship to the wall and sea. The result is a 
wallscape that bridges from the fortification wall, over and through the barrio of 
La Perla, and anchors itself on the ocean's coast, thereby solidifying the relation-
ship that makes this site unique. Given the provisional nature of events, and their 
variety in scale and in the desired degree of interaction between the residents of 
La Perla and San Juan, this new wallscape provides the potential for temporary 
spaces defined by light, sound and ground surface type, that can be activated or 
deactivated as the type of event demands. 
2 
Replacing specific activities with sensorial boundary types as the program 
for this project, ensures that the barrio retains the potential for indeterminate and 
unexpected events to occur. By creating this potential for events in La Perla, an 
evento-barrio, this project abates the threat of programmed and unchecked devel-
opment in La Perla and in doing so, preserves the wall of Old San Juan. 
3 
The Wall 
"La Ciudad Amurallada" 
Old San Juan-the fortified city 
As early as 1521, Spain recognized the island of Puerto Rico as being of 
key military importance. As the eastern most of Spain's colonies in the Caribbean, 
it was the "key to the Antilles" King Philip IV called it "the front and vanguard of all 
my west Indies...the most important of them all and the most coveted:'T Given 
its military importance, efforts began early on to defend the island from foreign 
and pirate attacks. In the first decade of the 16th century the capital was relocat-
ed from its inland location in Caparra, to the northern tip of a northern peninsula 
located between the Atlantic Ocean and a small bay, now called San Juan bay. 
San Juan was a planned city from its very beginnings. Blocks and streets were 
laid out in a regular grid pattern but placed at a slight angle from the coast to deal 
with the area's uneven terrain. As soon as construction began in the new city, so 
did the construction of its first military fort, La Fortaleza, on the southern bay coast 
of the peninsula. 
1 National Park Service, The Forts of Old San Juan Washington DC: Division of Publica-
tions of the National Park Service, 1996, p. 19 in "A Historical Overview of Colonial Puerto Rico: 
The Importance of San Juan as a military outpost." < http://www.nps.gov/saju/historyculture/index. 
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5 
Phase 1: Construction of Fort San Felipe del Morro 
The fort of La Fortaleza quickly proved insufficient to protect the city of San 
Juan. Construction for a new fort began in 1539 on the northwestern tip of the 
peninsula with views to both the Atlantic and San Juan bay. Fort San Felipe del 
Morro's main role was to monitor any ships on the northern shore, and to limit ac-
cess to the bay and the capital city. Over the next four centuries, the fortification 
of the city expanded from El Morro to surround the entire capital. 
Development map of San Juan c.1521A 625 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrpllo Urbario (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
Phase 2: 
6 
As the city continued to expand to the east, and following several foreign 
attacks, a new plan was put forth to envelope the entire city and peninsula with a 
fortified wall. Given the steep cliffs of the northern coast, the southern coast was 
considered most vulnerable and was the first to be developed. Stretching from 
Fort San Felipe in the west and blocking off access to the rest of the island on the 
east/the wall rose at times upwards of 30ft high. 
Development map of San Juan c. 1638 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
Phase 3: 
7 
The construction of the southern wall did not prove successful in thwarting 
further attacks. By 1783 a new Fort, Fort San Cristdbal had been built on the 
northern coast of the neck of the peninsula. The fort served as the primary resi-
dential quarters of the city's soldier's and marked increased vigilance of the north-
ern coast. A new wall was constructed along the northern coastline connecting 
the two forts and finally closing the perimeter of the city within the wall. For some 
time additional military barracks and a smaller fort were built on the beach outside 
the north perimeter. This small fort was called Fortfn La Perla and would later give 
its name to the informal community that would be built in its place. 
Development map of San Juan c. 1783 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbario (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
Phase 4: 
8 
By the late 19th century the city of San Juan had grown beyond the pe-
rimeter delineated by the great wall. To the south, La Puntilla, an industrial com-
munity, settled in the smaller peninsula and quickly began to develop a mercantile 
port. In the east, workers began to establish a dynamic residential community in 
the area now known as Puerta deTierra. On the north side, given the rougher to-
pography, were moved those elements of the city's program that were considered 
as unhygienic or undesirable such as the cemetary and slaughter house. 
Development map of San Juan c. 1887 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
Preservation Status 
9 
Even before military attacks had entirely ceased, the last of them being the 
American attack during the Spanish-American war in 1898, the fortification wall 
around the old city had begun to be torn down. As the city grew and expanded, 
and the city developed from an old colonial center to a modern capital, parts of 
the wall were torn down. By 1898 nearly the entire length of the southern wall had 
been demolished in order to make room for the new port. Similarly, as the city 
continued to extend to the east to become the vast metropolitan area now known 
as San Juan, the eastern portion of the wall, was also torn down around the turn 
of the 20th century. 
However, as historically insensitive as these demolition projects 
might seem, there was clearly a consciousness as to the architectural and histori-
cal significance of the wall by the mid 1.9th century In 1852 a project for a prome-
nade was designed in the area immediately outside the southwestern wall. While 
in this case preservation may have not been the original goal, it was its inevitable 
result. This project established a permanent relationship between the wall, the 
stretch of land between it and the bay and coast. It established a way of looking 
at the wall from the water as well and a constant experience from the ground. The 
permanence of the effect of that project is evident by the fact that it has remained 
nearly intact to the 21st century. 
Paseo La Princesa (La Puntilla) 
10 
Originally planned in for the southwestern portion of the wall, later extended along 
the west to Fort San Felipe del Morro. 
Paseo la Princesa (1852) 
"I, ..-, \ • ' ?• r':-i 
2008 
Development and preservation of the southern wall 1729-present 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
11 
Raseo La Rincesa (South) 
Photos by Author, June 2008. 
Paseo La Princesa 
12 
Originally planned for the southwestern portion of the wall, later extended along 
the west to Fort San Felipe del Morra 
Development and preservation of the western wall 
Map edited from: Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
Paseo La Princesa (West) 
Photos by Author June 2008. 
14 
Development and preservation of the northern wall 
Map edited from: SepQIveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San 
Juan) 1508-1898 San Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
In 1884 the first map appeared showing the zone now known as the barrio of La 
Perla being parceled as if intending to be sold to private landowners. Whether 
this plan was ever implemented or the land sold is unknown. As it stands today 
the land is public property. 
15 
(Top) La Perla view from east. 
(Bottom) Norzagaray Street in construction. 
Sepulveda Rivera, Anfbal. Historia llustrada de su Desarrollo Urbano (San Juan) 1508-1898 San 
Juan: CARIMAR, 1988. 
16 
In 1983 Fort San Felipe and the fortification walls of San Juan were added 
to the UNESCO world heritage list after being nominated by the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites in 1982. The fortifications, and their immedi-
ate surrounding areas, are also under the protection of the United States National 
Park services. In the justification for inclusion in the list filed to UNESCO for the 
preservation of the wall, ICOMOS cites them as a unique example of Spanish 
colonial military architecture in the Caribbean. As part of its recommendations, 
it also insists on the "maintenance of the present balance between constructed 
and non-constructed zones."1 A series of conservation laws were passed shortly 
thereafter. The parameters it establishes are fairly simple: it is not to be altered in 
any way conservation is in the hands of a group of Federal specialists based out 
of El Morro, and it established a 10 meter set-back rule for all new construction. 
While these laws are meant to affect the entire complex, the northern 
portion of the wall still remains vulnerable. For the most part where the wall still 
stands, its relationship to the coast and the city has been addressed architectur-
ally, be it by the creation of the Raseo La Rrincesa or its immediacy to the coast. 
On the north however, its survival remains intertwined to its function as a barrier 
between the city and La Perla. There has been no project or intervention directed 
precisely at identifying and solidifying the relationship between the portion of the 
wall along La Perla, the barrio, the city and the sea. 
It is important to first consider that while laws exist to protect the structure 
itself, in an informal community such laws are by definition much more difficult 
1 ICOMOS World Heritage List #266 Paris: ICOMOS, May 1983 
< http://whc.unesco.org/archive/advisory_body_evaluation/266.pclf> 
17 
to enforce. Following the collapse of a small section of the wall around La Perla -
in 2007, federal representatives made a run through the community marking the 
houses within the 10 meter set-back as condemned. After some struggle be-
tween the government agencies and the residents, it was finally agree upon that 
the houses that were still occupied would not be condemned immediately. How-
ever, these houses would not be able to be sold or passed on, but when the cur-
rent resident ceased to occupy them, they would in fact become the property of 
the federal government.* This situation is evidence of the need for a physical and 
permanent architectural project to deal with the relationship between the commu-
nity and the wall. 
However, as it will become clear in the next section, the threat on the wall is 
not only physical and it cannot only be addressed with a few set-back and pres-
ervation codes. An architectural response must also address the psychology of 
the wall and the social function it has held for the residents of the barrio during its 
long history 
2 Lopez Alicea, Keila. "Cpndena Federal a 26 casas de la barriada La Perla." El Nuevo 
Dia September 14, 2007. September 13, 2008 <http://www.endi.com>. 
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La Perla, Old San Juan, Puerto Rico 
La Perla 
Between el Morro and Fort San Cristobal, on the other side of the wall, one 
discovers Puerto Rico's most infamous barrio. The informal settlement dates back 
to the early 19th century and was originally home to butchers and farmers that, 
like cemeteries, were required to operate outside the city walls. It is now best 
known as the go-to-place for illegal narcotics and as a dangerous place for any 
non-resident to enter The wall itself is, like the fortress, is protected by its World 
Heritage status. Just as the wall is preserved, La Perla has been preserved along 
with it. Allowing for only one car entrance and a few improvised stairs, the wall 
has allowed La Perla to develop independently from the capital city on the other 
side. 
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Historically, a slum. 
21 
Since the barrio's beginning, the residents of La Perla have been marginal-
ized and the community counted amongst the worse slums of Latin America. In 
the 1960's the anthropologist Oscar Lewis wrote La Vida: A Puerto Rican Family in 
The Culture of Poverty, a fictitious account of the life of a family from La Perla. As 
much as the specific story was admittedly fictitious, the book was meant to give 
an accurate example of the lifestyle of its residents during 1950's and 60's. The 
publication of the book dealt a significant blow to the community having portrayed 
it in the worse light and making that the main reference of the outside world look-
ing in. 
Like Lewis' book, many tourist-oriented publications paint a rather frighten-
ing picture of La Perla. A simple search about the community in any common 
travel web site results in descriptions such as: 
"Down below on the outer perimeter of the wall is an 
incredible scene of despair and poverty - much different 
from the streets we walked to arrive here. We later learned 
that this small, neglected area is La Perla, "The Pearl" one 
of the most dangerous, drug infested areas on the island 
of Puerto Rico. The sale and use of drugs is legal here only 
because the police dare not venture into these dangerous 
streets to enforce the law. In a gratuitous gesture, the drug 
dealers of La Perla agree to remain outside of the walls and 
away from the many tourists who visit Old San Juan." 
-from blog in TravelPod (10/06)1 
1 March 23, 2008 http://www.travelpod.com/travel-blog-entries/globetrotters/puertorico-
2006/1161232200/tpod.html 
22 
This is not to say however, that such descriptions are entirely untrue, but it is an 
incomplete assessment of life in the community 
No book or study has yet been dedicated to considering that the wall itself 
has not been an innocent bystander in the creation of the marginalized communi-
ty. The wall has been an active conspirator in creating the barrio's dangerous and 
notorious reputation. 
23 
boundary: the point of potential contact between two communities on 
either side of an imaginary or sensorial barrier -- hard and impassable, or 
controlled and porous to varying degrees. 
24 
(Top left) ContetnporaryOld San Juan, Puerto Rico 
in http://www.flickr.com/photos/johnkershner/3111467007/ 
(Top right) Contemporary view, La Perla and Norzagary Street 
in April 2,1009 http://wwwjaunted.com/story/2008/ 
(Bottom) Contemporary view of La Perla 
Photo by author June, 2008 
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"El Barrio amurallado" 
The Fortified Slum: From marginalization to exclusivity 
"The wall encircles the city, paradoxically setting it free..."1 
-Koolhaas 
Traditionally only those who could not afford to live elsewhere became resi-
dents of La Perla. As much as we now consider it a beautiful location, it was an 
undesirable area and its residents were decidedly marginalized: the program and 
residents had been decidedly moved to the "outside" of the wall. In the late 20th 
century and so far in this century, the wall's role has flipped. The community it was 
once meant to keep Out, now it protects, and the capital Of San Juan it was meant 
to keep free from disease, it now keeps from filtering into La Perla. La Perla is, 
infact, fortified against unwanted visitors, unwanted development, and just as San 
Juan was once encircled in the wall, so too now La Perla is surrounded and pro-
tected by the wall and the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The wall operates first of all as a filter for unwanted visitors. In this sense, 
the wall actually performs the same surveillance it was built to perform four cen-
turies ago, but instead of being on the lookout and defending against soldier 
attacks, it now allows the residents the control of uninvited guests and police 
interventions. Given that there are only two car entrances into the community, 
supervision of people entering and leaving is an easy task. 
The second sphere in which the wall has served as a filter, and in this case, 
1 Koolhaas, Rem. Field Trip in S, M, L, XL Rotterdam: 010 Publishers, 1995 
26 
one might even use the term "barrier" is in terms of architectural development. 
The site is, as mentioned before, one of the most coveted sites in the city of San 
Juan, the view, the beach, and the proximity to the city are enviable. Many rumors 
have circulated for decades about one company or other having purchased the 
land from the government, or that such and such a development is taking over the 
site. Not only have these rumors proven consistently untrue, but the fact is that 
the formal development of the site would be costly, and impractical if not impos-
sible. Not only is every-day access to the site made difficult by the impermeability 
of the wall, but the status of the wall as a protected historical site, means that the 
logistics of any construction that might jeopardize the structural integrity is forbid-
den by federal authorities. 
Lastly, precisely because La Perla has been marginalized and underdevel-
oped, many Puerto Ricans consider it as the last bastion of many local traditions 
that have been swept away elsewhere in the city by the parades of tourists. In 
addition to the physical wall, there seems to be an emotional or patriotic boundary 
that acts in unison to the built structure. 
21st century La Per la: in the media 
27 
While the architectural wall still stands, since the year 2000 a new wave of 
activity has begun to threaten its impermeability. Even though the laws to protect 
the structure will remain in place, the wall is now in danger of becoming no more 
than a historical artifact as residents of La Perla seek to correct their negative im-
age and make themselves known to the Puerto Rican and global communities. 
The so-called "barrio" is now more than ever a frequent feature of newspaper and 
television headlines, but the nature of those reports has become much different. 
La Perla is cleaning up its image. Firstly, there is an ever rising number of organi-
zations formed either by current or former residents that promote health, sports or 
the arts. While these activities in and of themselves do not intrinsically represent 
a threat to the relationship between the barrio, the wall and the city, the attention 
they have called to La Perla does. 
A new skating bowl and a new basketball court built for the local kids to 
play in, and the popularity of concerts by artists wishing to return to their roots, 
have all begun to call attention to activities in the barrio and to attract a new sort 
of visitor While not the traditional tourists that flood the cobblestone streets of 
Old San Juan with expensive cameras and thick guide books, La Perla receives 
a different genre of tourists. Not as wealthy, usually younger, and perhaps some-
what more daring, skateboarders, surfers, basketball fans, and musicians are find-
ing their way to La Perla. Moreover, just as more people are finding their way past 
the wall, so too La Perla has begun to make a place for itself in the world very 
28 
different from the one Oscar Lewis published over half a century ago. Whether it 
be on the internet, sporting magazines or even MTV there's much more the aver-
age reader can now know about the once mysterious and notorious barrio. 
Historic building becomes Community Center 
World surfing tournament takes place on beach 
Andanza Ballet begins workshops 
Benefit Concert 
Art installation added to basketball court 
Article on "outstanding" resident 
1.11.1993 
6.8.1993 
10.3.1993 
12.5.1993 
2.18.1994 
2.18.1994 
3.4.1994 3 ~}£. 1C1QA 
4.2.1994 
i 10.3.1994 
i 10.4.1994 
11.25.1994 
5.2.1995 
5.7.1995 
7.26.1995 
9.16.1995 
5.29.1996 
12.7.1996 
12.29.1996 
1.29.1997 
7.17.1997 
10.1.1997 
12.6.1997 
12.14.1997 
2.4.1998 
3.18.1998 
7.2.1998 
7.7.1998 
9.1.1998 
9.5.1998 
9.17.1998 
9.23.1998 
11.6.1998 
12.2.1998 
1.4.1999 
1.25.1999 
2.12.1999 
2.16.1999 
2.21.1999 
5.16.1999 
5.1.2000 
5.1.2000 
6.1.2000 
6.3.2000 
8.13.2000 
8.19.2000 
8.31.2000 
11.27.2000 
1.8.2001 
11.30.2001 
3.17.2001 
7.4.2001 
7.6.2001 
11.26.2001 
1.5.2002 
1.27.2002 
4.3.2002 
4.12.2002 
9.13.2002 
9.13.2002 
9.28.2002 
10.13.2002 
10.13.2082 
11.16.2002 
1t.24.2002 
2.12.2003 
3.6.2003 
2.12.2003 
7.16.2003 
7.28.2003 
10.27.2003 
2.27.2004 
4.29.2004 
5.15.2004 
,7.11.2004 
10.25.2004 
1.19.2005 
5.25.2005 
. 6.29.2005 
7.12.2005 
9.23.2005 
10.4.2005 
11.21.2005 
12.22.2005 
1.3.2006 
1.4.2006 
, . 1.6.2006 
I Body found on the beach 
I Police confiscate drugs 
I Police confiscate drugs 
I Police confiscate drugs 
I Drug laboratory discovered 
14 found dead 
I FBI desintegrates drug-cartel 
I Double-homicide 
I National Guard occupies La Perla 
• Double-homicide reported 
I Double homicide reported 
I Police confiscate drugs 
I Homicide reported 
I Double homicide reported 
I Police confiscate drugs 
I Police confiscate heroin 
I Police confiscate heroin & weapons 
I Police confiscate weapons 
I Police confiscate weapons 
I Police officer accused of extortion 
I Police demantle drug laboratory 
I Police confiscate drug and weapons 
111 arrested for trafficking 
I Body found at cemetary 
Drug-dealer arrested 
Homicide reported 
Body found on the beach 
17 arrested for drug-trafficking 
Homicide reported 
Body found on the beach 
Police confiscate weapons 
Resident Arrested on weapons charges 
Police confiscate exotic drug 
Stolen car found in La Perla 
j Body found on the beach 
I Grocery store owner accussed of drug trafficking 
I Police confiscate drugs 8i weapons 
Police confiscate drugs & weapons 
I Hit & run by government vehicle 
I Police occupation begins 
Police accused of civil rights violations during occupation 
(Police sanctioned for civil rights violations 
ICocaine found in residence 
IPolice confiscate exotic drug 
[Body found on the beach 
15 arrested for drug-trafficking 
I Police killed in friendly fire 
I New traffic plan announced 
•Resident accused of homicide-sentenced 
IViolence and homicide 
Police occupation begins 
CO 
o 
3 
o' 
CO 
2° 
3 CD 
I I oo in <% 
CD 
CO 
d 
o 
< 
CD 
3 
o 
CD 
ZT 
CD 
~a 
CD 
en 
CO 
63 
CO 
CO 
3' 
"3
: 
O < 
^t 
o' 
•••^: 
CO 
:
 2=' 
CD' 
< CD 
3 
<-+ 
</> 
—•* 
CD 
(/) o! 
CD 
"3 
CO 
O 
to 
o 
3 
< 
CD 
3 
o 
CD 
Inaguran Skating Bowl 
PRTA Tennis Camp, runs summer sessionin La Perla 
Coco d'Oro students open exhibiton in old SJ 
Homage to singer Ismael Rivera 
Theatre students perform 
Community building work-shop 
: "La.Perla Habla"cultural festival 
PRTA Tennis Camp runs summer sessionin La Perla 
1 st anniversary of the Skating Bowl- celebration 
Cultura Profetica performs 
BiMabong surfing workshop for kids 
Mission: "Barrio-vivo" visits La Perla 
Young artist opens frst exhibit 
Governor attends "Misa de Aguinajdq in parish 
Millo Torres y el Tercer Planeta performs 
"Great talents of La Perla" opens in White House Museum 
"La Perla Habla"cultural festival 
Profile on "Las Duchas" volunteer 
Calle 13 annpunces record based on La Perla 
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Police conducts illegal searches. 
Investigation begins on police harrassment 
Head of drug ring is arrested 
Police confiscate drugs 
Police confiscate drugs 
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Government employees arrested in drug purchase 
First homicide in La Perla in 2 years 
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event:surfing 
in April 2, 2009 http://www.wannasurf.com 
"Surfing in La Perla is good all year long, but should be only used by experienced 
surfers. The only way to access the spot is by passing thru La Perla. You have 
to be careful there, but you aren't going to have any problems with the locals. La 
Perla is situated in Old San Juan. The surf spot lies beneath El Morro:' 
from 'wannasurf.com'1 
in http://www.wannasurf.com/spot/Central_America/Puerto_Rico/la_perla/index.html 
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event: basketball, court at La Perla 
Photo by author 
"I finally got to the court, and it was like reaching El Dorado or something. The 
beauty of the empty court was worth my travel and I would do it again in a heart-
beat. Thank you to the people of La Perla for granting me entrance onto your 
beautiful land. Just as I thought you are brothers and sisters in arms doing what 
you gotta do:' 
Lumax Stanley1 
1 Stanley, Lumax. "My Search for Basketball in La Perla" Bounce September 19, 2007 in 
www.bouncemag.com 
RedBull.com 
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After the police allegedly destroyed the wooden temporary skateboard 
ramps constructed by local kids in 2005, a group of local skateboarders gath-
ered to build their own permanent ramp. Led by native resident and professional 
skateboarder Roberto 'Boly' Cortez, the construction of the 'bowl' was finished 
in April 2006 when it was officially inaugurated with the celebration of the Red 
Bull Bowl, sponsored by the energy drink company and attended by Sandra Diaz-
three time world skateboarding champion. The event was featured in redbull.com 
which caters to the young fans of the popular energy drink and in skating web-
sites and magazines following the event. 
event:skating, Red-Bull tournament, La Perla 
in http://www.Redbull.com 
Music- the MTV generation 
34 
Free and informal concerts, often funded by the artists themselves, are held 
in temporary structures in the central 'plaza' or along the coast. Although many lo-
cal artists hold frequent concerts here, artists from around the world have begun to 
visit and perform as well. 
La Perla became one of the earliest homes to Reggaeton, a form of urban 
music that developed in Latin America during the early 1990's.1 Many now in-
ternationally recognized Puerto Rican artists return to the barrio to perform in the 
'underground' genre's first home. Increasingly, music artists have been performing 
from La Perla and about it, even making movie videos on location. The result is a 
disintegration of the taboo that has surrounded la Perla, virtually breaking down the 
wall by taking video cameras where others would never enter, and begin to change 
the community's public image. 
1 Reggaeton is described as fusing Jamaican raggae and dance music with the traditional 
rhythms of Latin music such as bachata, plena, merengue and salsa as well as hip hop and elec-
tronica. 
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Figure 19 : event:music 
in http://www.Redbull.com 
Desvanecer (Left) and Calle 13 (Right) perform in La Perla. Incrasingly concerts 
are held once a month in correlation to the Noches de Galena of Old San Juan. 
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event: music video (local) Music video for 'No hay igual' by Nelly Furtado and 
Calle 13. 
in http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJAfPzZbOfQ 
Only one among many local artists filming music videos in La Perla, Calle 13 
and guest artist recorder their video for "No hay igual" (There's no other like 
(it)). Just as by performing in La Perla, using the barrio as backdrop they are 
claiming a return to their local roots and traditions as well as making the very 
private life of La Perla suddenly public. 
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event: music video (international) Music video for 'Donde esta el amor' by 
Franco De Vita and Wisin y Yandel 
in http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7HNyrZFVJM 
The music video for 'Donde esta el amor' strecthes not only across national 
borders (De Vita is from Venezuela and Wisin y Yandel are Puerto Rican), 
but also spans generations. The topic of the song is Intenational hunger and 
poverty, and La Perla serves as a sybolic backdrop- being Puerto Rico's best 
known historically poor neighborhood. 
Youtube 
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Figure 22 : event: community/arts: LA PERLA HABLA music video 
in http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tj_WUc52Cg 
In the 21 st century there is no more popular way to make yourself visible to 
the world than youtube. While searching for videos of La Perla does not provide a 
very long list, and of the ones that do appear are violence related, some present 
a much more positive image of the barrio. The "La Perla Habla" weekend, now a 
yearly arts festival weekend in La Perla, includes the making of a video which has 
been made accessible on youtube.com. The video follows several young boys 
and girls as they carry out positive projects for and in their community. The song 
the movie is set to speaks of fighting for their "barrio" 
redefining La Perla's wall 
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A great deal has been said so far as to the fact that the wall gives he resi-
dents of la Perla the ability to monitor any outside guests. The fact is that even 
today people monitor the comings and goings of non-residents as they cross the 
wall, and those who have not been invited are sometimes questioned by locals. It 
seems however that entrance is uninhbited when the visitor is clearly participating 
in one of these activities. It is as if though a basketball, a skateboard or a surf-
board are the passports into crossing the wall. 
It is instinctive to celebrate the opening up of La Perla and the increased 
cultural activity of its residents. However, on taking a closer look on the urban 
effects of such activities, the identification of an apparent threat is unavoidable. 
As these activities become increasingly prominent, it follows that increasingly 
sophisticated facilities are built to accommodate them. While this is the natural 
response, and one cannot argue, in the case of La Perla it has been a home-
grown initiative, the programming of activities into specified spaces is alien to the 
informal development that has dominated the community for over a century. In 
the case of La Perla it stands to think that to create specific "program" represents 
a threat to its informal development. 
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wallscape 
An event-event based community 
"A program is a determinate set of expected occurrences, 
a list of required utilities, often based on a social behavior, 
habit or custom. In contrast, events occur as an indeterminate 
set of unexpected outcomes. Revealing hidden potentialities or 
contradictions in a program, and relating them to a particularly 
appropriate (or possibly exceptional) spatial configuration, may 
create conditions for unexpected events to occur!' 
-Tschumi, Event Cities 
In Event Cities , Tschumi clearly defined the urban implications of a plan 
based on program to one who was built on the potential of events. La Perla has 
begun to program itself. Not only is programming against the nature of the infor-
mal barrio, but the urban implications of programming La Perla would permanently 
transform the relationship that has historically existed between the barrio and 
its surroundings. The goal of this thesis is to create an infrastructure that would 
empower residents to continue to hold the events they have begun to carry out, 
but without attempting to plan or predetermine them- in basic terms, to keep these 
new events as informally planned as La Perla has been. On the other hand this 
project also seeks to propose an architectural response to that relationship be-
tween barrio, wall and sea. 
This project does not attempt to create a definite form, but to propose a se-
ries of elements or components by which that form, should be derived. What this 
thesis strives to achieve is the "evento barrio" which can be defines as: an infor-
mal community latent with the potential to host an indeterminate variety of events 
and activities in non-prescribed spaces. 
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The previous diagrams illustrates how the emerging program for La Perla 
is translated into five sensorial or physical necessary characteristics: light, sound, 
ground texture and slope, and shade. Instead of planning to build specific venues 
for the program illustrated earlier, the building blocks for event-based urbanism in 
informal communities is necessarily made up of these spatial qualities. 
The project illustrated below is a single, schematic, example of the possible 
deployments of these qualities, and does not represent a definitive form. Instead, 
the project builds on a perceptual boundary already known to the residents of the 
community. As the mages in the following page will show, the rooftops of La Perla 
constiture the view that is most readily perceived from on top of the wall. Ih.a'cer--
tain sense, the roofs are the public fagade of La Perla The degree to which the 
residents are aware of this is illustrated in the image of the orange rooftop, a care-
fully painted and attractive roof for the public face of the house. On other roofs 
(not shown) residents have gone as far as to paint graphics or even messages on 
their roofs. 
These roofs are indicators of a point of visual and sensorial exchange be-
tween the community below and the one above. This project exploits that space 
of interaction, above la Perla, below San Juan, to deploy the spatial qualities 
described above with the ultimate end of dissemnitaing the potential for events 
embedded in them without necessarily prescribing a specific activity to a specific 
site. 
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(Top, left) Rooftop in La Perla 
in http://centrefortheaestheticrevolution.blogspot.com 
(Top Right) La Perla rooftops from the wall 
Photo by author 
(Bottom) La Perla 
Photo by author 
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smooth slope 
shade (partial) 
Transluscent panels cre-
ate a smooth surface that 
serves both as a new 
ground for activities above, 
and provides partial shading 
for activities below. HX1 
sound 
ground texture 
shade (full) 
While the underside of the 
sound panel can produce 
whatever sound is played by 
the residents, a speaker on 
the opposite side produces 
the opposite wavelength 
canceling out the sound 
and rendering it inaudible in 
San Juan. 
-99990 
—noise canceling speaker-
—sound speaker 
ar/i 
light 
Lights placed on the under 
side of the structure light 
activities during the evene-
ing hours, making them vis-
ible from outside La Perla. 
Lights on the top side are 
used to "blind" onlookers 
and conceal more private 
events. 
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schematic view A 
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schematic view B 
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schematic view C 
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schematic view D 
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evento-barrio 
evento-barrio scaping trie wa 
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